Advanced Horticulture

Spring Course Expectations
Listed below is what you can expect from me as your instructor.
1. I will be at school before class starts daily.  I will be available in the classroom if you

    need assistance with an assignment, need to use lab facilities or have questions.

2. I will be available during my prep period to receive help on any assignment, preferably

    by an appointment.

3. I will remain after school until about 3:30 p.m. daily if you need to use the classroom

    facilities or need my help.  Usually I will remain at the school until a later time.

4. I will be prepared for class daily, and have all materials ready for assignments.

5. I will return assignments promptly.  However for class tests or large projects be 

    prepared to wait one week to find out your grade.

6. I will make assignments and their DUE dates as clear as possible.  Please refer to the

    Daily Assignments Board for details.

7. I will explain my grading system and how you can be aware of your progress during

    the school year.

8. I will attempt to interpret the behavior and attitudes of each student in a positive

    manner and respond accordingly.

9. I will try not to be disagreeable, BUT remember that I have my own opinion about

    most everything.

10. I will provide guidelines for class behavior and safety.  More detailed guidelines will

      be provided when necessary, such as the use of special tools for lab activities.

11. I will teach to industry standards, so be prepared to learn.

12. I will attempt to make classes as interesting as possible within the guidelines of the

      course.  LEARNING WILL BE FUN!

Below is a list of what I expect from you as a student in my class.

1. You will be in the classroom, sitting in your seat and ready to begin working when the

     bell rings.

2. You will come to class prepared with all the materials you will need for the day.

3. You will be willing to work in class and NOT disturb others.

4. There is NO food or beverages allowed in class.  The only exception is water in a clear 

    bottle.  Any student caught with food will get only one warning, before a 3-step

    referral process starts.

5. You will show respect to everyone in class and your teacher.

6. You will abide by the Mount Baker Attendance Policy during the school year.

7. You should actively participate in all classroom activities.

8. Safety rules will be followed at all times.  Consequences will be based on the severity

    of your actions.

9. You will NOT cheat on any assignment.  This includes copying answers from another 

      students’ assignment during class.  The consequences are NEVER worth it.

10. Assignments will be turned in on time, so be sure to write them down in your agenda.

11. Students who abuse their bathroom privileges will lose the right to use them during

      class time.

Grading Policy

Your grade in Advanced Horticulture class is made up of assignments, tests, notebook scores, lab participation, and greenhouse participation.  All assignments will have a point value assigned to them and your grade will be calculated on a total point score.  Semester grades will be calculated evenly over two quarters.

The grading scale will be based on the following: 

94-100% =A


74-77% =C

90-93% =A-


70-73% =C-

88-89% =B+


68-69% =D+ 

84-87% =B

60-67% =D (in danger of failing and parents will be 

80-83% =B-


                     contacted)

78-79% =C+


59% - > =F (failing and parent conference will be called)

Notebooks

Notebooks are used to help you stay organized and learn responsibility in the classroom.  Notebooks will be graded at the end of every quarter.  You should acquire a 3-ring binder to store all assignments during the course of the semester.  Your notebook must be organized according to the instructions on the notebook score sheet.  You will be graded on the following items: have a 3-ring binder, title page, table of contents, notes and class work included, organization, and neatness of your notebook.  You might also want to acquire dividers to help you keep your notebook organized.  Each quarterly notebook check is worth 50 points.  If you have more than one class with me, then you will be required to keep separate notebooks for each class.

Class Assignments

Assignments will be given a point value and graded accordingly.  Assignments should be neat and well organized before turning them in.  You should always put your name, date and class period on each assignment.  This ensures fewer mistakes are made with regard to identification.  Failure to do so could lower your assignment grade.  All assignments will be turned into the designated box on the front counter.  Your teacher will NOT be responsible for any assignment NOT turned into the correct box.  Assignments that are late are worth up to 75% of the possible grade, and will only be accepted for 1 week.  Therefore it is important to turn in assignments on time.  Also don’t expect tardy assignments to be corrected promptly.  The only exception to this rule is if you were

absent on the day the assignment was due.  You have the opportunity to turn in any late assignments up until quarter grades are due.

Class Participation

We will be working in a greenhouse setting during the course of this semester.  Those days are considered regular assignment days and given a 10 point value for participation and the ability to follow directions.  You will also be graded on your behavior during the class period.  Specific directions will be given in the classroom daily before students enter the greenhouse.  At the end of each day spent in the greenhouse you will fill out a Greenhouse Participation Time Card and describe what assignments were completed that day.

Quizzes

Quizzes will be given during the course of the semester.  They will be based on a previous class lesson or unit.  Quizzes are used to review information covered in class and may be given at anytime during a class period.

Skills Tests

Each student will be taught skills throughout the semester that are necessary to enter the horticulture industry.  All students will be tested on the skills taught in this class and must pass with an 80% or better to progress into Advanced Horticulture for the spring semester.
Final Tests and Projects

This class will have a final test or project at the end of the semester.  This is used to determine if you have retained the information covered in the class.  Your teacher will give you prior notice if your class will be required to do a final test or project.

Extra Credit

Students are only allowed to receive extra credit points if they have all assignments turned in.  Extra credit points are utilized to help a student’s grade if they did poorly on an assignment or project, not in place of an assignment that should have been turned in.  Students can choose one of the following items as an extra credit opportunity.

1. Power Point Presentation on one of the units covered in class.  There should be a minimum of 15 slides, five of which should contain pictures or graphs.  

(30 points possible, limited to 1 per semester)

2. Agriculture Article Summary on a topic covered in class.  Students need to read an article from a magazine or internet source and type up a summary of the article, plus bibliography to be considered for extra credit.  

(5 points possible, limited to 2 per semester)
Tardies
You will abide by the Mt. Baker High School Attendance and Tardy Policy.  If you are tardy five times then you will be given after school detention.  Students who are tardy on days when we are the greenhouse will loose half their participation points for the day.

Classroom Discipline

I expect all students to respect everyone in the classroom, and the classroom facilities as well.  Any student who is being disrespectful to the teacher or other students will be held accountable.  You will also be accountable for any damage you create in the classroom, greenhouses or other facilities at school.  Immediate referrals will be given out for behavior that your teacher deems inappropriate for class, and you will go immediately to the office unless otherwise stated by your teacher.  If constant problems arise, then a 

3-step referral process will be started.  In this case the student may be sent out of the classroom on each occasion, student conference will take place after the first step, parent contact will be made after the second step, and on the third step a parent conference will take place before the student is allowed back in the classroom.  If problems persist in the greenhouse setting, then the student will be asked to leave the class to ensure the safety of other students.

SAE Projects

Each student will be required to participate in a Supervised Agriculture Experience (SAE) Project this semester.  You will also keep a record book of your experience and turn in a report at the end of the semester.  More information will be given during the course of the semester in regards to this.

Grade Level:  10-12th
Prerequisites

Students must have passed Beginning Horticulture with a C or better.  Exceptions will be made on a case by case basis only.

Supplemental Reading Material

1. Introductory Horticulture

2. The Art of Floral Design

3. Sunset Western Garden Book

Advanced Horticulture Course Syllabus

“Spring 07”

I. 
Greenhouse Management

A. Review greenhouse policies and safety procedures.


B. Determine the benefits and drawbacks of keeping a current inventory.


C. Identify the daily tasks required to properly manage a greenhouse facility.

D. Learn to identify, describe, and properly care for annual plants grown in our

     greenhouse facility.

E. Learn proper marketing techniques for horticulture sales. 

F. Learn sales and service techniques with regards to horticulture sales.

G. Learn proper transplanting techniques used in the horticulture industry.


H. Review proper sexual and asexual plant propagation techniques.

II. 
Vegetable Production
A. Identify climate and environmental requirements for growing vegetables.
B. Identify production practices used for growing vegetables.

C. Identify pests and diseases that affect vegetable production.

D. Learn to create and care for a home vegetable garden.
E. Identify types and uses for hydroponics plant production.

III. 
Floral Design
A. Review the components of creating a floral design that meets industry

      standards.

B. Identify seasonal arrangements and their impact on the floral industry.

C. Create floral arrangements that meet industry standards.

D. Identify and describe methods for harvesting and distributing flowers.

E. Identify the need for employment in the floral industry.

F. Identify successful sales and marketing programs in the floral industry.

G. Create a retail floral shop that meets all the proper requirements.

IV.
Fruit Production
A. Identify the historical value and importance of the fruit industry.

B. Identify production techniques and economic benefits of fruit industry.

C. Study fruit crops specific for our area.

D. Learn proper techniques for pruning and managing an orchard.

E. Identify and describe harvesting methods for fruit crops.

F. Learn proper methods for grafting fruit trees, and caring for new growth.

V.
Careers in Horticulture

A. Identify various career options available in the agriculture industry.


B. Research a specific career and create a report on the specific training needed to 

                be successful at that career.


C. Learn how to apply and interview for a career in the agriculture industry.

VI.
Nursery Production
A. Identify methods of producing nursery crops in Western Washington.

B. Learn proper techniques for nursery plant care and transplanting methods.
C. Identify methods of selecting disease-free nursery plants.

Permission Slip
I authorize my student ___________________________________ to participate in field trip activities for Vocational Agriculture classes and FFA trips (if they have joined FFA).  These include field trips, walks nearby, and FFA activities sponsored by Mt. Baker High School.  I understand that in taking a Horticulture class my student may be working with a variety of hand tools, power tools, saws, climbing ladders and applying certain pesticides and fertilizers (No student will apply anything that requires an applicators license or physical gear other than a dust mask and safety glasses).  I have also read through and understand the course expectations and syllabus as outlined in this packet.

________________________________

______________

Student Signature




Date

________________________________ 

______________

Parent Signature




Date

Questions/Comments are Welcome in the area below.

