Canine (Dog) Vocabulary

· American Kennel Club- largest dog registering organization in the world, established in 1884
· Bitch- female dog
· Blue Merle- color of blue and gray intermixed with black

· Boarding kennel- facility that cares for other people’s animals on a short-term basis

· Body condition- amount of fat on an animal, evaluated on a scale of 1-10, 1 is extremely emaciated, 5 is good body condition, and 10 is an extremely obese dog

· Breed type- characteristics that identify a breed as  unique from other dogs

· Brindle- mixture of black and other colored hair

· Choke chain- chain collar that operates like a noose. Tighter the leash is pulled, tighter the collar becomes.

· Collar- fabric, nylon, or leather strap that fits around a dog’s neck to provide control
· Conformation-size, shape, and form based on what an ideal animal of the species should look like

· Congenital- present at birth
· Cynology- study of canines

· Disposition- temperament

· Docking- cutting off all or a portion of the tail; amount cut depends on the breed

· Ear cropping- surgical removal of some part of the outer portion of an ear; controversial practice and is banned in some countries
· Estrus- heat period
· Euthanasia- humane killing of an animal

· Feather- long hair that may occur on the ears, body, or legs

· Gait- how an animal moves

· Kennel- facility where dogs are housed

· Liver- deep reddish-brown color

· Mask- darker color in the face, especially around the eyes
· Nail bed- growing point of  the nail
· Pack- group of dogs

· Prick ear- erect ear

· Puppy mill- facility that breeds and raises puppies in poor conditions and makes breeding decisions with little or no concern for breed improvement.

· Red Merle- combination of red patches on a lighter background. Red is the base color.

· Ruff- hair around the neck that in some breeds is brushed up to frame the face

· Sable- coat color with black hairs over a lighter base color

· Spaying- surgical sterilization of a female
· Stud dog- male; sire; father
· Tri-color- coat color that has clearly defined sections of black, tan, and white portions

· Undercoat- fine hair that is closest to the skin
· Whelping- act of giving birth
· Wire coat- hair coat that has stiff hairs 
