Determining the Age of a Horse by its Teeth
· Prime Age- 7-9 years

· Most horses are still very active into their 20s

· January 1 is the birth date of all horses

· Good records is the best way to age a horse

· Some error possible with using the teeth method

· After age 10-14 a greater chance of error

· Stabled animals may appear younger due to less wear and tear on their teeth

· Adult horses have 24 teeth but the front 12 determine age

· Four Key Changes

1. Occurrence of permanent teeth

2. disappearance of cups

3. angle of incidence

4. shape of the surface of the teeth
(Pass out pg. 175-176) (Tues)
· Structure of the tooth and how it wears must be understood before using this method to determine age.

· Table Pg. 177

· Read poem pg. 178

- Abnormal Tooth Conditions


- bite



- bishoping


- cribbing


- floating

-Parrot mouth- overbite

- Monkey mouth- underbite (seldom seen in horses)

- Bishoping- tampering with cups of teeth so they appear younger

- Floating- filing sharp points—should be checked by a vet or equine dentist on a regular basis

-Molars become razor sharp so you should not put your hand in a horse’s mouth

-Other Indicators of Age


- Similar to older people


- Sides of face become depressed


- More obvious poll


- Hollows above the eyes get deeper


- White hairs appear- eyes, ears, muzzle


- Backbone protrudes more


- Sagging of the body
