Sauk Centre Ag Department

Sauk Centre FFA

903 State Road

Sauk Centre, MN 56378
Phone 320.352.2856 






Fax 320.352.3404

Agricultural Teacher/FFA Advisor: Mrs. Ellen Thompson

ellen_thompson@isd743.k12.mn.us


Dear Parent or Guardian:


I am excited to travel to the National FFA Convention this year with a great bunch of students. Enclosed in this letter you will find the itinerary for the trip to Indianapolis, IN. The forms you will need to get signed are also enclosed. Please get them signed and back to me by Monday, Oct. 20th. The total cost of the trip for each student will be $100 (Dairy Members), which most of you have already paid.  A huge thank you to our sponsors Minnesota Corn Growers, Minnesota Livestock Breeders Association, Land O Lakes, Central MN Federal Credit Union, Minnesota Milk Producers and a few others yet to be determined.   


We will be traveling to Indianapolis by plane this year. We will leave from the Ag Room on Tuesday, Oct. 23rd at 2:45 BE THERE AT 2:40pm.  We are flying American Airlines to Indianapolis with a short layover in Chicago.  Our flight leaves MSP at 6:45pm on Tuesday with arrival to IND at 10:50pm.  Remember there is a time change of one hour ahead in Indianapolis.  


While in Indy we will be staying at Fairfield Inn East, 1.317.322.0101.  The rooms are under Sauk Centre FFA, Ellen Thompson.  Jacob, Emily, and Rachel Achen will be sharing one room while Maggie Jennissen, Lindy Fischer, and Renae Reitsma will be in the other.  The hotel does provide a complimentary hot breakfast.    
The itinerary enclosed is what we plan to be doing. Indianapolis has a very good-sized facility for the convention; so all FFA members must have a watch. There is a lot to see and do, but we must remember to meet at the designated times to make sure we follow the schedule. Take the opportunity during your free time to see some workshops or sessions and/or meet some new people. Get the most you can out of this experience. 


Attached is a list of items you should bring with on the trip, rules for the trip, and a parental release slip that must be signed before the student will be allowed to board the bus. One suitcase and one carry on bag should be plenty for each person. Remember that the carry on bag must fit in the compartment above the seats. I suggest a lockable suitcase so that when we leave for the convention, any valuables can be locked up in the hotel room.


Please bring enough money to cover meals and other items you may wish to purchase. Meals are not cheap around the convention so I suggest you bring about $75-$200 dollars to spend. You can bring travelers checks if you don’t feel comfortable carrying around that much cash, but many vendors accept debit/credit as well.  


Students should remember that they are representing the Sauk Centre FFA Chapter and Community. Conduct yourselves in a proper way the entire time you are away. Students should not under any circumstance, be by themselves at any time. Watch out for each other! The understanding for students/parents is that if a student is not conducting himself or herself in a proper manner they may be flown home at their parents, or student’s expense. No exceptions! 


If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call me at the High School 320.352.2856 or my cell phone 605.350.3842

Sincerely,

Ellen Thompson

Itinerary For National Convention

October 21- October 24th 

Indianapolis, IN 

Tuesday, October  23rd :

2:40pm Meet in Ag Room for bag check, ID check, OD check

2:45pm Depart HS for MSP Airport Park n Fly 

5:15pm Arrive at Airport (Emily you will need to make arrangements to meet us at the airport) 

6:45pm Depart for Chicago O’Hare on Flight 1358

8:10pm Arrive Chicago O’Hare

8:50pm Depart Chicago on Flight 4214 

10:50pm Arrive Indianapolis

Check into Hotel and get settled in 

Wednesday, October 22nd :

9:00am Eat breakfast at the hotel and Depart for Other Hotel and Check In

10:00am Depart for Convention Area in Downtown Indianapolis, attend workshops, have lunch, go to Career Fair, take in the convention

1:30pm Meet up with Dairy Team at designated location.  

2:30pm Dairy Team Pictures at the Fairgrounds

4:00pm Dairy Team Orientation Meeting at the Fairgounds

Dairy Exam will be immediately following the Orientation Meeting

7:00pm Back to the hotel to change for the concert

8:30pm depart for Taylor Swift Concert

12:00 am- Lights out and room checks.

Thursday, October 23rd:

6:30 am- Everybody up!

7:00 am- Depart for Fairgrounds and Convention Center in OD 

8:30am – Dairy CDE all day 

8:00-12:00 pm- (Non Dairy Attendees) Visit Career show, FFA Shopping Mall, and food court!

12:00-5:00pm- Attend afternoon sessions and workshops

5:00 pm- Arrive back at the hotel, get ready to go out for supper.

6:30 pm- Load bus and go to a restaurant for supper and determine evening activity. 

11:30 Room Check 

Friday, Oct. 24th 

7am- Everyone up!

8:00 am- Depart for the convention 

8:00-11:45am – Visit Convention Center

11:45-1:30- Dairy Team Award Luncheon at the Marriott

2:15- State Photo at Lucus Oil Stadium 

3:00-5:00 Convention Activities

5:00 Depart for the hotel, checkout/change/leave for airport. 

8:40pm Flight departs IND to Chicago 4296

8:50pm Arrives Chicago 8:50pm

10:20pm Departs Chicago Flight #363

Arrives MSP at 11:40pm 

Arrive home to Sauk Centre Parking Lot around 2am.  Emily you will need to make arrangements upon arrival in MSP.  

Other information you may need to know-

· When we are not at the convention you may dress in regular clothes.

· Check the Indy forecast for the week.

· The temperature averages 50-70 degrees.

· If you have more than one checked bag you will be required to pay the baggage fee of $25 each way!

· Remember the liquid carry on requirements.  One plastic quart size bag with your liquids in 3 oz. or less containers. 

· If you have a drivers license bring it to the airport, if not have a copy of your birth certificate.  

National Convention Expectations

1. Official Dress must be worn at all times while at convention activities.

2. Absolutely no tobacco or alcohol of any kind (needless to say).
3. Stay with the group! Please do not go off by yourself. Tell a chaperone where you are going and when you will be back or meet up with the group. Pay attention to meeting place and time!

4. Each night there will be a chapter meeting at the hotel to discuss the next day’s activities. YOU MUST be there.

5. During free time, let the chaperones know where you are going and what time you will be back. Sometimes the itinerary will change as we go through the day, so always meet the chapter at the meeting times you are told. If no one is there stay where you were told to meet and wait. If you are lost go to Courtesy Corps Headquarters.  .

6. If you are sick or are having problems, let the chaperone know immediately!!

7. Bed check is at 11:30. Absolutely no one out of his or her rooms after this time. If you leave there will be a per person charge for breaking the rules. All lights and loud noises must stop at this time. Problems will mean an earlier bed check the next night.

8. While at the Convention Hall and on the trip act like adults. No talking while the speakers are talking and no throwing objects.

9. The chaperones are the bosses and their decisions are FINAL!
10. Do not bother complaining about the time you have to get up and load the buses in the morning. We are at the convention to attend sessions and tours, not to stay at the hotel. Complaints will not be tolerated. 

What is official Dress?

Official Dress must be worn at convention activities.

Shirt are tucked in and jackets are zipped. 

Men:

Black pants, black socks, black shoes.



White dress shirt with collar



FFA tie (or black tie)



Official FFA jacket



NO HATS

Women:
Black skirts/pants, black nylons/socks, and black shoes



White dress shirt with collar



FFA scarf



Official FFA jacket

***IF YOU DON’T HAVE A JACKET YOU MUST TALK TO ME ASAP SO WE CAN FIND YOU ONE. 

Rules of Conduct for FFA Members 

For Overnight Events

Event: _____________________________________

1. Dress appropriately and neatly for the occasion.

2. Refrain from the use of alcoholic beverages or other chemical substances at all times.

3. Refrain from smoking/smokeless tobacco at all times.

4. Do not play cards in public places.

5. No visiting male and female rooms after 11:00 PM.

6. Recognize the rights and comfort of others with respect to noise, language and general conduct. You are not the only people staying at the hotel!

7. In motel/hotel room after curfew time. You will be charged a $10 fie for every time you open you door after curfew. This is per person/per occurrence.

8. No fireworks in possession at anytime.

9. Accept the authority of the supervisors and group leaders, and keeping them advised of my whereabouts at all times.

I have read the rules and understand them and I will abide by them.

I will accept the authority of the supervisors and advisors in charge of this event.

I understand that any information of any of the above rules will be sufficient cause for my participation in subsequent events to be denied and for me to be sent home at my parent’s/guardian’s expense.

___________________________
______________________________
______

Parent’s/guardian’s signature

Student Signature


  Date

Medical Release Form

(Parental Consent Form)

I ________________________, ______________________ of _____________________

  Parent/guardian

     Student Signature
       Date

________, ____________________, of _______________________________________

Age

Social security#
     Complete home address including zip code

_____________________________, hereby authorize, in advance, any necessary 

medical treatment required by: ______________________of ____________________






Student name


FFA Chapter

While he/she is absent from home.

________________________________

______________________________

Name of Insurance company


Policy Number

___________________________
__________________________
__________

Signature of parent/guardian
Notary’s signature


Date

Notary’s signature for out of Minnesota travel.

