Unit – Introduction to the FFA

Unit Objectives

After studying this lesson, the student shall be able to:

1. 
Define terms relevant to the FFA.

2. 
Discuss the history of the FFA.

3. 
List the location of the FFA headquarters.

4. 
List the names and locations of FFA camp, conventions and conferences.

5. 
List the types of FFA membership.

6. 
List the degrees of active membership and the award given.

7. 
List the chapter offices, officers and symbols.

8. 
List the parts of the FFA Emblem.

9. 
List the FFA colors.

10. 
Recite the FFA Motto.

11. 
Discuss the FFA Creed.

12. 
Discuss the FFA meeting room arrangement.

13. 
List career development events.

14. 
Discuss FFA Awards.

15. 
List the official FFA dress.

16. 
Discuss the proper use of the FFA jacket.

17. 
Discuss the FFA Code of Ethics.

18. 
Memorize the FFA response.

19. 
Repeat the Pledge of Allegiance properly.

20. 
Discuss the uses of the gavel.

Unit – Introduction to the FFA
I. Terms 

A. FFA Chapter – Official local body of the FFA organization; place where members assemble to conduct & manage the chapter business.

B.  Executive Committee – Elected officers & advisors responsible for guiding the FFA organization. 

C.  FFA Member – Individual meeting the requirements for membership in the FFA & winning the majority approval of the membership.

D.  Supervised Agriculture Experience Program (SAEP) – Agriculture experiences that members put into practice under the supervision of an advisor.

E.  Paraphernalia – Equipment & materials necessary for conducting an official FFA meeting.


F.  Order of Business – Activities that are to be followed at all FFA meetings.

G.  Parliamentary Procedure – Rules that allow FFA members to transact chapter business in an orderly manner using Robert’s Rules of Order. 
II. FFA History
A. 1917: Smith-Hughes Act passed- courses in vocational 
agriculture were established.


B. 1928: The FFA was established in Kansas City, MO.


C. 1950: Public Law 740 was passed giving the FFA a federal charter.


F. 1952: FFA magazine was first published (National Future Farmer/New Horizons).

E. 1969: Girls were first admitted to the FFA.

III. FFA Headquarters
A. 1928-1998: Alexandria, VA at Mount Vernon (George Washington’s Estate)


B. 1998-present: Indianapolis, Indiana.

IV. FFA Camp and Conventions and Conferences


A. Camp Clements FFA Leadership Training Camp.



1. First FFA camp in the nation.



2. Owned by the TN FFA Association.



3. Located in Doyle, TN.


B. State FFA Convention: Gatlinburg


C. National FFA Convention



1. 1928 - 1998: Kansas City, MO


2. 1999 -  2005: Louisville, KY


3. 2006 – present : Indianapolis, IN

D. Washington Leadership Conference


E. Made For Excellence: Knoxville

V. Types of FFA Membership


A. Active


B. Honorary


C. Collegiate


D. Alumni

VI. Degrees of Active Membership


A. Greenhand FFA Degree: Bronze pin


B. Chapter FFA Degree: Silver Pin (must earn or invest $150 in SAEP)

C. State FFA Degree: Gold pin (must earn or invest $1000 in SAEP)

D. American FFA Degree: Gold Key (must earn or invest $7500 from SAEP)
VII. Chapter Officers

Office




Officer




Symbol
1. President


______________________


Rising Sun
2. Co-Vice Presidents

______________________


Plow




______________________
3. Secretary


______________________


Ear of Corn
4. Treasurer

______________________


Bust(Emblem) 






of Washington




5. Reporter


______________________


American Flag
6. Sentinel
______________________


Shield of  










Friendship

7. Chaplain


______________________

8. Historian


______________________

9. Parliamentarian

______________________

10. Student Advisor

______________________


Owl

11. Advisors


______________________


Owl





______________________




______________________

VIII. FFA Emblem- Symbols


A. Cross section of Corn- signifies common agricultural 
interests and unity.


B. Rising Sun- signifies progress.


C. Plow- signifies labor and tillage of the soil.


D. Eagle- signifies the national scope of the FFA.


E. Owl- signifies knowledge and wisdom.
IX. FFA Colors

A. National Blue


B. Corn Gold

X. FFA Motto


Learning to do,


Doing to learn,


Earning to live,


Living to serve.

XI. FFA Creed (Handout)
A. Written by E.M. Tiffany

B. Adopted at the 3rd National Convention

C. Revised at the 38th & 63rd National Convention
XII. FFA Meeting Room Arrangement (Handout)

XIII. Career Development Events (CDE’s)

A. 
Dairy Evaluation

B. 
Horse Judging


C. 
Land Evaluation (Soil Judging)

D. 
Opening & Closing Ceremonies

E. 
FFA Creed

F. 
Prepared Public Speaking


G. 
Extemporaneous Public Speaking

H.
Job Interview

I.  
Meats Evaluation

J.  
Livestock Evaluation

K. 
Floriculture

L. 
Nursery/Landscape

M. 
Envirothon

N. 
Poultry Evaluation


O. 
Forestry

XIV. FFA Awards


A. Star Awards



1. Star Greenhand



2. Star Agribusinessman



3. Star Farmer


B. Proficiencies (approximately 47 different award areas)
XV. Official Dress


A. Male



1.FFA Jacket zipped to the top



2. FFA tie



3. Black slacks



4. White dress shirt



5. Black socks



6. Black shoes

B. Female



1. FFA Jacket zipped to the top



2. FFA scarf



3. Black skirt



4. White blouse



5. Black shoes


6. Black pantyhose (not required, but looks more professional)
XVI. Use of FFA Jacket (FFA Manual)
XVII. Code of Ethics (FFA Manual)
XVIII. FFA Response (must memorize!!)

To practice brotherhood, honor agricultural opportunities and responsibilities, and develop those qualities of leadership which an FFA member should possess.


XIV. Pledge of Allegiance

XX. The Gavel

A. The gavel is the symbol of authority.

B. 1 tap of the gavel means to sit down or to adjourn a meeting.

C. 2 taps of the gavel calls the meeting to order.

D. 3 taps of the gavel means to stand up.

E. Quick, rapid taps of the gavel is used to regain order.








Name: ________________________








Date: _________________________

FFA Officer Team Quiz

1.  President


_________________________________

2.  Co-Vice President

_________________________________





_________________________________

3.  Secretary


_________________________________

4.  Treasurer


_________________________________

5.  Reporter


_________________________________

6.  Sentinel


_________________________________

7.  Chaplain


_________________________________

8.  Historian


_________________________________

9.  Parliamentarian

_________________________________

10.  Student Advisor

_________________________________

11.  Advisors


_________________________________





_________________________________





_________________________________
