Introduction to Plants, Animals and Mechanics
2011-2012
MHS Room 163
Instructor: 		Heidi Martin	540-710-0419 ext.163
			hmartin@scs.k12.va.us
			

Grading:  	1 credit in CTE/Practical Arts
	Spotsylvania County Schools Grading Scale 
I. Rationale:  
This course exists to provide high school students with the chance to experience the food and fiber industry through class, lab and community activities.  This introductory course will focus on defining the role of agriculture in society, applying plant science, natural resources management and agriculture mechanics practices in a variety of settings and providing the high school student with leadership opportunities.

II. Course Aims and Objectives:  
Aims
Provide the student with an introduction to the agricultural industry.  Careers, leadership, natural resources management, horticulture and agriculture mechanics will be used extensively as a base point for study.
Specific Learning Objectives:
By the end of this course, students will: 
· Identify career goals and create a plan of action towards accomplishing these goals.
· Complete a Unit of study on the Forest Industry that will focus on identification and management of forest trees in Central Virginia.
· Utilize safe practices in the agriculture mechanics laboratory in the areas of hand tools, beginning power woodworking machinery and basic metal working.
· Incorporate leadership strategies into their home and community.
· Understand, discuss and utilize emerging technologies from the agriculture industry.
· Employ plant science theories into the application of horticulture operations.
· Deliver a prepared public speech.

III. Format and Procedures:  
This course is a year long class that meets for 90 minutes every other school day.  Students will participate in a variety of learning activities that on any day may include lecture, readings, discussions, webquests and online activities, hands-on activities in the mechanics and outdoor  lab, community service activities and home based study.

IV.  My Assumptions
As a Career and Technical elective, this class does not have an SOL.  However, specific competencies are assessed and opportunities exist for further involvement in the co-curricular National FFA Organization which could result in scholarships, travel opportunities, local awards and extensive community service and leadership opportunities.

Student/Parent responsibilities:
· Students in this course should have made the decision to participate fully every day in this class. Attendance policies will follow county guidelines.  Being here every day is a great way to excel in our program!
· Students can access all class notes and information via the SCORE website.  If you need ideas on how to access this site after school hours please e-mail me.
· Students should have regular access to a computer with an internet connection and a reliable printer. Arrangements can be made to assist those who need access for specific projects or activities.
· Students need to maintain and use a notebook to hold all of their study notes.
· Students will pay a $20 materials fee which covers consumable materials and dues in the FFA. Fees not paid by September 6, 2011 will result in the student being placed on the debt list.
· If the  student has an allergy, illness or other concern which will affect their performance in class, please notify me in writing as soon as possible so we can find solutions and accommodations.
· Students may be called on to participate in clean-ups, FFA activities and a variety of hands-on tasks.  Refusal to complete assigned tasks in a respectful and appropriate manner will result in disciplinary action as detailed in the Spotsylvania County Schools Code of Conduct under refusal to participate in class activities.
· Students are responsible for their own behavior.  They should show respect and courtesy to other students, the class and lab areas, classroom visitors and all faculty and staff at all times. Failure to do so will result in disciplinary action as detailed in the Spotsylvania County Schools Code of Conduct.
· There are no activity buses this year.  We do want your child to have the best chance at success.  Please e-mail me ahead of the event if you need to arrange an alternative transportation program for your child. Parents must submit a written, signed note to me confirming date and pick-up time of any student attending an after-school event with my program.  Without the note, I cannot stay with your student. E-mail is acceptable. Please include a phone number you can be reached at to confirm details.

V. Course Requirements:  
1. Class attendance and participation policy:  Will follow the attendance policies as outlined in the student agenda.

2. Course readings:  
 	(a) SCORE website http://score.scs.k12.va.us 
username_________________
password_________________

(b) Classroom Texts:  
Agriscience Fundamental and Applications by: Elmer L. Cooper
Forest Trees of Virginia, VA Department of Forestry
Agriculture Mechanics Fundamentals and Applications  Dr. Ray V Herron


V. Grading Procedures: Grades will be calculated on a Total Points system.

Students must complete 5 hours of community service/leadership activities per 9 weeks. The FFA will provide appropriate activities throughout the school year.

Tests will be Unit based and may include information from previous Units except for the benchmark, semester and final exams which follow school board policy.

Attendance and make-up work policies follow the Spotsylvania Schools Code of Conduct. Pre-announced Tests/Projects are due upon return to class.
A  90-100
B  80-89
C  70-79
D  60-69
 
VI. Academic Integrity
Each student in this course is expected to abide by certain standards of academic integrity.  Any work submitted by a student in this course for academic credit will be the student's own work. [For this course, collaboration is allowed only with the instructor permission.]

You are encouraged to study together and to discuss information and concepts covered in lecture and the sections with other students. You can give "consulting" help to or receive "consulting" help from such students. However, this permissible cooperation should never involve one student having possession of a copy of all or part of work done by someone else, in the form of an e mail, an e mail attachment file, a diskette, or a hard copy. 

Should copying occur, both the student who copied work from another student and the student who gave material to be copied will both automatically receive a zero for the assignment. Penalty for violation of this Code can also be extended to include failure of the course and School disciplinary action. 

During examinations, you must do your own work. Talking or discussion is not permitted during the examinations, nor may you compare papers, copy from others, or collaborate in any way. Any collaborative behavior during the examinations will result in failure of the exam, and may lead to failure of the course and school disciplinary action.

VII. Accommodations for students with disabilities
In compliance with school policy and equal access laws, I am available to discuss appropriate academic accommodations that may be required for student with disabilities. 





VIII. Major Course Units
Careers in Agriculture
Supervised Agriculture Experiences
The FFA 
Forestry
Shop Safety
Ag Machinery Operations
Plant science
Animal Science
Food Science
Emerging Technologies in Agriculture
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