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	Objectives:

· To create an awareness of careers and opportunities in the field of welding that exist in Arizona and other states. 

· To create an awareness of the post-secondary programs within the province that is related to the field of welding. 

· To provide students with experience about and in welding industries that will enable them to make informed decisions about careers in this field. 
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Need: Students will learn and apply multiple facets of knowledge and activities necessary to plan, organize, and execute, and construct a class project. Knowledge of Welding, Thermal Cutting, Equipment setup and Troubleshooting, Material Handling, Metallurgy, Fabrication Techniques, and Safety are all skills applied in this lesson and unit. In addition, students will learn and apply soft skills, such as aspects of management, interpersonal relations in the workplace, advertising and promotion, creative thinking, and team cooperation and leadership skills. This is a combined class of 10 students and this unit will take approximately 2 weeks.
Time:
Instruction time for this lesson: 100 minutes
Resources: 

McSpadden, Caitlin. 2006
Realia (Tools, Equipment, and Supplies):
Handouts from welding schools throughout the nation
Resume

Job applications

Recruiter from Phelps Dodge, Central Arizona College, EAC 

DVDs and videos on welding schools

Key Terms: welding, education, careers
Bellwork: why are you in ag mechanics?  What do you want to do with your life after high school?
Interest Approach:  set a different handout or pamphlet on each student’s desk from a welding school, welding program or welding college. As students file into the classroom and sit down,  ask them to look through the pamphlet and focus on areas of interest to them.
Allow 5 minutes to read pamphlets. When they are done, state objectives.
Summary of Content and Methodology

Objective 1: To explore apprentice able trades
Students will define apprenticeship. 

Activity: Ask students in groups to create a list of apprentice able trades. Outline the advantages and disadvantages of pursuing a career via the apprenticeship route
Objective 2: To develop a list of career opportunities related to the field of welding

Activity: Students will create a list of the many different career opportunities in the professional, semi-professional, and skilled trade areas related to the field of welding. They should begin by listing guest speakers who have made presentations throughout the course and then list career workers within the field of welding in the community. Ideas that may be explored are: self-employed repair shop owner, pipeline welder, specialty welder for energy plants, aircraft welder, production line welder, etc. Students are encouraged to use a variety of sources of information such as guidance counselors, career software packages, personal interviews, and web sites.

Objective 3: To identify personal skills and interests that may lead to a career
Ask each student to create an inventory of activities and interests. Have students examine their lists to determine how these activities and interests might be job related. This task of creating interest inventory may be done using a variety of computer programs. Once students have determined areas of interest related to welding, students should research the careers using available resources in the library, community, or on the Internet


Activity: Create an inventory of activities and interests using paper, pencils, markers, ect.
Objective 4: To determine skills and interests that would enhance career choices



From the lists created, ask the students to select two choices of possible careers for further research. Investigate career choices including the description of work duties, what personal qualities an individual must possess to succeed in the career, process to become certified within the career/trade, length of education and training, school locations, cost of education and upgrading, trends within the business or career, the best and worst parts of the job, beginning salary, and opportunities for advancement.

If the student engages in a work-study module, he/she may investigate career links within the community for possible work-study placements. As part of the career research, the student may interview a professional/tradesperson within the community or from a distance via phone or e-mail.
Summary (Teacher): Summarize objectives and ask for thumbs up if they were completed.
Conclusion (Student): write a goal of where you see your self next year on this date.
Application:

Extended Classroom Activity: A class presentation by students on a welding career may be possible, if time permits.
FFA Activity: Ag Mechanics CDE, Leadership Committee
SAE Activity: start an Iron Works welding business
Evaluation:  students will receive participation points.
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