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Pruning Methods Chart - Pruning 
	Method
	Purpose
	Example species
	Steps in the pruning method
	Resulting effects

	Shape control
	
	
	
	

	Dead/diseased removal
	
	
	
	

	Improve air circulation/light penetration
	
	
	
	

	Correcting structural defects
	
	
	
	

	Size control
	
	
	
	

	Soft pinch
	
	
	
	

	Hard pinch
	
	
	
	

	Disbudding
	
	
	
	

	Renewal pruning
	
	
	
	

	Root pruning
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Pruning Methods Chart Key - Pruning 
	Method
	Purpose
	Example species
	Steps in the pruning method
	Resulting effects

	Shape control
	Aesthetic
	Hedges/bushes, bonsai trees
	Determine desired shape, prune
	Improved appearance

	Dead/diseased removal
	Plant health
	Any
	Removal, treatment/prevention for reoccurrence
	Healthy plant / good appearance

	Improve air circulation/light penetration
	Increase photosynthesis
	Fruit trees
	Determine areas with low light interception, remove shading branches
	Increased production

	Correcting structural defects
	Prevent future problems
	Any; preserve central leader, reduce wide-angle crotches, etc.
	Prune young trees to prevent; identify potential problems and correct
	Aesthetic

	Size control
	Prevent overgrowth
	Turfgrass
	Determine desired height; mow/prune
	Uniformity

	Soft pinch
	Increased branching
	Chrysanthemums, poinsettia
	Trim central leader just below the apical bud
	Fuller plant

	Hard pinch
	Increased branching
	Chrysanthemums, poinsettia
	Trim central leader much lower, to beginning of soft, succulent growth
	Fuller plant

	Disbudding
	Force vertical growth
	Chrysanthemum, long-stem carnations and roses, greenhouse vegetables
	Remove axillary buds
	Taller, narrower plant

	Renewal pruning
	Younger growth
	Lilacs, fruit trees
	Remove old growth
	More vigorous plant, greener

	Root pruning
	Increase root branching or force roots downward
	Prior to transplantation; trees and other landscape plants
	Trim/cut roots days/weeks prior to transplanting
	Reduced transplant shock and better water absorption from the soil


