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19 March, 2010
Dear Parent;

Your son or daughter has been chosen to participate in one of the following events at the State Leadership Conference in Des Moines, Iowa on April 14-16:  

· State Degree Recipient – Mitch Sievers, Austin Ehlers, David Hermstad, Jamie Madsen, Maggie Patterson, Kearsten Brown, Katie Christensen and Sam Stoppelmoor
· CDE participants: (Marketing) David Hermstad, Mitch Sievers, Matthew Anderson; (Ag Comm)  Maggie Patterson, Katie Christensen, Kearsten Brown, Presley Herrig, Jamie Madsen; (Sales Team) Ethan Lindquist, Sam Stoppelmoor, Cody Archer, Austin Hanson, (FBM) Matt Sassman, David Movall, John Eddie, and Adam Ehlers; (Chapter Display) Austin Heuertz, Jordan Tewes, Svan Nielson; (Discussion Meet) Jesse Hanson and 

· District Officer: Austin Ehlers
· Delegates – 2009 President Kate Sennert and 2009 VP Matt Anderson
· Greenhand Quiz – Kayla Farrell and Charlene Farquhar
· Courtesy Corp Volunteers – Sven Nielson, Jesse Skelton, Josh Hanson, Logan Wenck, Natasha Hickman, Mickenzie Nelson, Jared Hanson, Daryn Habben, Austin Heuertz, Jordan Tewes, Isaac Richter, Krista Schealler, Lindsay Kestner, and Dallas Schau
· Chapter Stars – Logan Wenck, Matt Anderson, Kate Sennert, David Movall, Jesse Hanson, and David Hermstad
· Learners to Leaders – Krista Schealler, Lindsay Kestner, David Hermstad, Luke Selk

· New Officer Team – Mitch Sievers, Austin Ehlers, Katie Christensen, Maggie Patterson, Jamie Madsen, Jesse Skelton, Presley Herrig, Sam Stoppelmoor and Sven Nielson
We will be staying at the SprinHill Suites in West Des Moines (515.223.9005).  I will also have my personal cell phone along with me (515.890.7025), but it will be turned off during sessions and official activities.  Brian and Patty Vanderhoff, Carrie Nelson and a few other adults have already volunteered to chaperone; if any other parents would be interested in joining us, we’d be glad to have you come along!  Convention will be held at the Des Moines Convention Center and Vets Auditorium.    
I’ve enjoyed taking Sioux Central students along on trips in the past, and hope that continues; however, I realize there will be added temptations during this trip since it will be held in Ames (home of ISU).  This year we will be doing the “Behavior Deposit” again.  Your student will be asked to give me a $50 deposit before leaving on Wednesday afternoon.  If he/she behaves themselves (breaks none of the enclosed rules), the $50 will be returned – if there are behavior problems, your student just donated $50 to the chapter in addition to other consequences.  I encourage the student to put their own money up to make the consequences more real.  All bags will also be checked before we leave for Des Moines.
Please take a minute to discuss this with your son/daughter and understand that any students caught sneaking out of the convention or hotel, or in possession of drugs and/or alcohol, will have to call his/her parents to come and pick him/her up in Des Moines.  This is an excellent leadership conference and I am confident that your son or daughter will meet a lot of people while learning some valuable new skills and seeing the numerous opportunities open to them in FFA if they have a positive attitude about it.  I have visited with various members about different things they should be looking for and learning about while at state convention this year.

The cost to your student to attend this trip is $80 to cover hotel and registration costs.  Up to $40 of that amount may be paid out of the students’ Thrift Accounts; the remainder must be paid in cash.  

Enclosed with this letter you will find the convention schedule, a student contract that must be signed, and a permission slip that must be signed. Please return the signature form and checks ($80 cost, $50 deposit) for convention costs by April 12th, 2010.  Thanks so much for your assistance and support!








Sincerely,








Melanie Bloom, Ag Ed/FFA Advisor

What to Bring:
Positive attitude and excitement to be an FFA member!

Official dress – Thursday and Friday 

Jeans and FFA t-shirt or polo for FFA Night (follow Sioux Central dress code)

Spending money – 2-3 meals and souvenirs
Pen/pencil 
Behavior Deposit Guidelines ($50 refundable deposit) – If I am unsure, I will consult the officer team, chaperones and/or Mr. Scharn (if need be) - the following actions would cause your student to lose their deposit:

· leaving convention without permission, not following convention schedule (also enclosed)
· not following the school’s dress code (see student handbook)

· possessing/consuming alcohol, tobacco or other drugs

· being out of their room past lights out time without permission

· causing complaints from other hotel guests

· using a cell phone indoors during convention activities (no text messaging, calling,etc, without permission from Mrs. Bloom)

· not adhering to FFA Code of Ethics (esp. #3,4,5,6,8)

Student Contract:

The trip to State FFA Convention is a privilege, not a right; I have seen the schedule for the Sioux Central FFA trip to state convention and have been advised that any deviations from the set schedule must be approved by Mrs. Bloom.  

I understand that if I am caught leaving the convention or hotel, my parents will be called to come pick me up; I agree to behave responsibly and appropriately while representing our chapter and our school at state convention, and to encourage other Sioux Central representatives to do the same.  Also, I will adhere to the FFA Code of Ethics and the Sioux Central School dress code while on the trip.  

By April 12th, I will return this form and also make a $50 deposit; I understand that if I am caught in violation of the above guidelines, I will lose my $50 behavior deposit.

Signed:





Date:




*If applicable - my cell phone number is: _______________________ 

Parent Permission Slip:

I give my son/daughter my permission to attend State FFA Convention April 14-16 in Des Moines, Iowa.  I understand that in the event that he/she disregards rules or schedules, I will be called to come pick him/her up from Ames.  I also authorize the FFA Advisor or chaperones to make decisions regarding medical emergencies if I cannot be notified.

In case of medical emergency, please notify 



 at 



 
Signed:







Date:




Please list any pertinent information the FFA advisor needs to be aware of in case of an emergency (medications, allergies, pre-existing conditions, etc):

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Sioux Central FFA Chapter


Melanie Bloom, Advisor


 4440 South Highway 71


Sioux Rapids, IA 50585


712.283.2571 (school )








