The Celebration of Happy Farmers Day
Beverley Manor Middle School Style
     This is a lesson that I cover with my “Introduction to AgriScience” sixth grade students.  I teach them for 6 weeks and we cover an Introduction to Agriculture, Horticulture, and construct a woodworking project in this time.

     My favorite subject to teach is about the basics of agriculture.  Even though I teach in a very rural area of Virginia, many of my students live in apartment complexes or small towns.  Although they may know what a cow looks like, many do not know the difference between a bull, steer, heifer, cow or calf.  Everything is a cow to them.  But they are very excited to learn about agriculture.  And since I was raised on a farm, and still live on a farm – they love the farming stories!

     After I teach the definition of agriculture and all that it involves and explain how they have depended on agriculture since the day they were born and until the day that they die, we talk about the importance of the farmer.  Sometimes I even have a ‘real’ farmer come in and talk to them.  This is a real treat because they can see that the farmer is a real person.  An interesting discussion always relates to does a farmer ‘farm’ for money or does he do it just because he loves his job?  This really allows the students to understand the aspect of farming.  I also encourage my students to correctly “talk” the language of agriculture and stress vocabulary daily.

     A major area of conversation then rotates to the idea of appreciation and how many times we take for granted that there will always be food on the table, but we never take the time to say thanks to the person who has worked very hard to make sure that we have a safe, nutritious and inexpensive source of food – every day.
   As their project, they become employees of Shomark, a company in competition with Hallmark.  But Shomark only makes greeting cards for one holiday – Happy Farmer’s Day.

Here are the specifics for the cards:  The students will submit a rough draft of a greeting card in honor of Happy Farmer’s Day.  The draft must include:

· I have them fold a piece of paper in half.

· On the front, an agricultural picture which must be colorful on the real card!  I don’t like white space.  They must also write Happy Farmer’s Day on the front of the card.

· On the inside, they must write at least 100 words to show their appreciation to a farmer.  They can only ask three questions.  Many students will ask questions and never get around to thanking the farmer.

After they turn in their rough draft, I check it for spelling and grammar.  If approved, they receive a piece of card stock paper to create their real card.

     When all cards are finished, I spend a class period doing the following:

· I have two poems that I read to the class about the farmer.  They can choose one of these poems to be glued on the inside of their card.

· We also write on the back of the card the ‘who, what, why, when and where’ of the project.
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· We then talk about the proper way to address an envelope.  I use the school’s return address so that we don’t broach that confidentiality issue with parents.  There is also great conversation about how much postage stamps cost!
· After they address their envelope, I collect all cards.  I grade them and actually give them a paycheck for their work.  My eighth grade students will judge them and give prizes for the best work (a drink and a candy bar).

· Then we get out maps (If you are a member of AAA, you can get maps for all states – free) and locate exactly where we are sending our cards.  Kind of a geography lesson thrown in.

· After I hand back the completed cards and students make any corrections, I give them a stamp and we walk the letters out to the mail box to mail.

     The project has been so rewarding for me as well as my students.  Often, we will hear back from the farmers.  The students will read their letters to the class and I make copies of all responses and have a notebook where I keep all of the letters.  Sometimes the students even receive gifts.  It’s amazing how much these cards mean to the farmer that receives it!

     This is such a simple project that makes the student think outside their box.  And you will find – so rewarding.  Good luck and I hope your students enjoy as much as mine have!  Please let me know if you have any questions.  I would also love to hear if you begin this project and your successes.
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Just A Farmer

“Just a farmer,” you said and I laughed ‘cause I knew

All the things that farmers must be able to do.

They must study the land, then watch the sky

And figure just when is the right time and why.

To sow and to plant, to buy and to sell

To go to the market with cattle and well

You know the books that farmers must keep

To pay all those taxes and be able to sleep.

And you know the fixin’ that farmers must do

When machines, like mad monsters, blow a gasket or two.

I guess when God needed folks to care for His earth

He chose “just farmers” cause he knew their true worth.

Anonymous

The Man Who Feeds America

He doesn’t just own the land,

he is part of it.  

He doesn’t just work at his job,

he lives it.

He gets soaked in the rain,

freezes in the winter,

and bakes in the summer.

He is up in the morning at an hour

When sane men are still sleeping.

He goes to bed long after

the exhausted have fallen asleep.

He must have the judgment of 

a supreme court justice,

the decision-making ability of a 

corporate executive, 

and the survival instincts 

of a tight-wire walker.

He wouldn’t take another job

because for him, there is 

no other job.

Everyone in America relies

on him for their food, but

nobody ever thinks of him.

So, we’re going to stop for

just a minute to say two words

to the American Farmer – 

THANK YOU!

Author - Unknown

