Horticulture I

Pest Management Vocabulary
1. Algae- a group of small, primitive, filamentous, green plants that manufacture their own food and are found under very wet conditions.

2. Action Threshold- the predetermined level at which pest control is needed.

3. Bacteria- one-celled organisms that have a primitive nucleus.

4. Bactericide- a chemical used to control bacteria, which is also known as a germicide.

5. Best Management Practices (BMP’s)- those practices that combine scientific research with practical knowledge to optimize yields and increase crop quality while maintaining environmental integrity.

6. Biological Pest Control- using living organisms that are predators to control pests.

7. Biotechnology- the management of biological systems for the benefit of humanity.

8. Chemical Pest Control- using pesticides to control pests.

9. Complete Metamorphosis- four distinct changes in an insect life cycle (egg, larvae, pupae and adult).

10. Cultural Pest Control- using management techniques to control pests.

11. Economic or Aesthetic Injury Level- the point at which plant losses due to the pests are equal to the cost of control.

12. Fungi- nucleated, usually filamentous, spore-bearing organisms having no chlorophyll.

13. Fungicide- a chemical used to control diseases caused by fungi.

14. Genetic Pest Control- utilizing biotechnology by gene transfer or genetic manipulation to make plants resistant to specific pests.

15. Herbicide- a chemical used to control weeds.

16. Host- a plant that provides a pest with food.

17. Incomplete Metamorphosis- the gradual (simple) change in an insect’s life cycle from the egg through the nymph to the adult.

18. Insect- an animal with three distinct body parts, three pairs of legs, and either two, one, or no pairs of wings.

19. Insecticide- a chemical used to control insects.

20. Instar- the shedding of the external skeleton in the life cycle of insects.

21. Integrated Pest Management (IPM)- a pest management strategy that uses a combination of measures to reduce pest damage with the least disruption to the environment.

22. Larvae- the worm-like stage of an insect with complete metamorphosis.

23. Mechanical Pest Control- using tools or equipment for pest control.

24. Molecular Biotechnology- involves changing the structure and parts of cells.

25. Moss- tangles green mats composed of a branched, thread-like growth over the soil surface usually found in highly acidic, excessively shaded, improperly watered, or low fertility compacted conditions.

26. Nematicide- chemical is used to control nematodes.

27. Nematode- an appendageless, nonsegmented worm-like invertebrate with a body cavity and complete digestive tract, including mouth, alimentary canal, and anus.

28. Nymph- the stage of the life cycle of an insect with incomplete metamorphosis that looks similar to the adult, only differing in appearance by size and color.

29. Organismic Biotechnology- deals with intact or complete organisms.

30. Pathogen- any microorganism or virus that can cause disease.

31. Pest- anything that causes injury or loss to a plant.

32. Pesticide-a chemical used to control pests.

33. Plant Disease- any abnormal condition in plants that interfere with its normal appearance, growth, structure, or function.

34. Postemergence- after plant emergence.

35. Preemergence- before plant emergence but after planting.

36. Pupae- the transformation stage in the life cycle of an insect with complete metamorphosis.

37. Scouting- monitoring plants regularly to determine current levels of pest activity.

38. Surfactant- a material that helps the dispersing, spreading, wetting, or emulsifying of a formulation.

39. Transgenic Organism- one which carries a foreign gene that was inserted by laboratory techniques in all its cells.

40. Viruses- infective living agents of microorganisms, some with characteristics of nonliving matter, that can multiply only in connection with living cells are regarded both as living organisms and as complex proteins sometimes involving nucleic acid, enzymes, etc.

41. Weed- a plant growing out of place or an unwanted plant.

