Horticulture I

Soil and Fertilizer Vocabulary
1. Active Ingredient- the percent nutrient that is being applied.

2. Anchor- the medium, which provides the place for the roots of a plant to grow.

3. Chlorosis- yellowing of green portions of a plant, particularly the leaves.

4. Complete Fertilizer- contains all three of the primary fertilizer nutrients (nitrogen, phosphate and potash).

5. Edaphology- deals with the influence of soil and media on the growth of plants.

6. Elemental Fertilizer- provides only one plant nutrient.

7. Fertigation- the application of fertilizer through an irrigation system.

8. Fertilizer- any material used to provide the nutrients plants need.

9. Fertilizer Analysis- the composition of the active ingredients in the formulation.

10. Fertilizer Ratio- the least numerical representation of the fertilizer.

11. Filler Ingredient- the carrier that allows the deposition of a fertilizer; inert ingredient.

12. Growing Medium- the material in which the roots of plants grow.

13. Hydroponics- a method of growing plants in which the nutrients needed by the plant are supplied by a nutrient solution.

14. Inert Ingredient- the carrier or filler that allows disposition.

15. Leaching- the downward pulling of materials through the soil by percolating water.

16. Loam- a soil textural class with particles of intermediate size that is higher in silt and lower in sand and clay.

17. Macronutrient- those elements that are the most important to growth and must be present in large amounts.

18. Micronutrient- trace elements required in smaller amounts for growth.

19. Mineral Material- matter from inorganic sources.

20. Nutrient- chemical substance that support the life processes.

21. Nutrient Solution- a liquid that contains water with dissolved nutrient salts.

22. Organic Matter- decayed remains of plants and animals.

23. Parent Material- the unconsolidated mass of rock material or peat from which the soil profile develops.

24. pH- an index of the acidity of a substance, with 7.0 being neutral; numbers below 7.0 become increasingly acid and those above 7.0 become increasingly alkaline (basic).

25. Pore Spaces- air holes between the growing medium particles, which allow oxygen to reach the roots of the plants.

26. Soil- the top few inches of the earth’s surface.

27. Soil Aeration- the movement of atmospheric air into the soil.

28. Soil Amendments- any material worked into the soil or applied to the surface to improve plant growth.

29. Soil Compaction- when soil is compressed into a relatively dense mass.

30. Soilless Medium- one that contains no topsoil.

31. Soil Profile- a vertical section of soil at a particular place.

32. Soil Structure- the physical arrangement of soil particles.

33. Soil Test- determine the nutrients in the soil.

34. Soil Texture- the propagation of sand, silt and clay in soil.

35. Thatch- the layer of organic residue above the soil surface and between the living tissue of the host plant.

36. Wear- the physical deterioration resulting form excessive traffic.

